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TAGS: ELAB, PINT, ECON, BE 

SUBJECT: CHAMBER PASSES RECOVERY PLAN 

REP: BRUSSELS 1518 

1 . ALTER DESULTORY AND LITTLE-NOTED DEBATE OVER PAST WEEK, 
CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES PASS GOVERNMENT'S ECONOMIC RECOVERY PLAN 
FEBRUARY 19 WITHOUT SIGNIFICANT CHANGE. VOTE WAS ALONG STRAIGHT 
PARTY LINES, 98-68, WITH 13 ABSTENTIONS. ANTI-CLIMATIC 

QUALITY OF BILL'S PASSAGE REFLECTS GENERAL FATIGUE WITH 
SIX-MONTH DEBATE OVER PLAN WHICH PERCEIVED IN ITS PRESENT 
STATE AS LARGELY IRRELEVANT TO BOTH CURRENT AND LONGER-TERM 
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS IN BELGIUM. 

2. BILL NOW GOES TO SENATE WHERE IT EXPECTED TO PASS 
ROUTINELY IN TWO OR THREE WEEKS. RENNER 
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